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The Economics of Oil 
 

1. Exploration and Production  
2. Transportation of oil out to community (pipelines) 
3. Refinery- turns crude oil into products 

 
• Gas is cheap $2.50 per gal compared to $0.99 for a pint of water 
• Whales used to be the source of oil 
• 1 barrel is 42 gallons 
• Price of oil has decreased because of better technology  
• 1970’s oil embargo with Iran & Iraq caused prices to go up to $80 a 

barrel 
• Aera supplies 80 million barrels per year 
• CA oil is molasses like, thick and heavy, we heat it up with steam; this 

makes our price increase because of more costs to refine. You must 
burn natural gas to make steam 

• Natural gas is cheaper than gas 
• CA wants everything to burn by natural gas (85 % is imported)  
• Many oil problems are political, fighting in countries such as Iran, 

Iraq, and Nigeria cause instability in oil production. 
• US storage 800 million barrels, 40 day supply, US uses 18 million a 

day, at this point we can be wasteful. 
 
OIL IS FOUND WITH GRIT AND ROCK IN IT. You must squeeze out 
the oil from porous rock. 
 
OIL COMPANY FINDS AND EXTRACTS OIL 

 
 
REFINERIES PROCESS OIL INTO GAS, PLASTIC, AND RUBBER 
 
 
GAS, PLASTIC, AND RUBBER IS SENT OUT FROM REFINERIES TO 
COMPANIES TO PRODUCE BALLS, BACKPACKS, SHOES, PENS, JELLO 
 



 
The Colorful Language of Oil Vocabulary 

 
 
 

1. Christmas tree an assembly of valves mounted atop a producing oil well. 
2. Dress up crew a work gang that cleans up after the construction crew, smoothing 

the earth, planting trees, replacing gates and fences. 
3. Killer well a well drilled diagonally into a burning oil well to extinguish it by 

flooding with mud or water. 
4. Stud duck the top man, the big boss. 
5. Dog house a portable one-room shelter at the well site. 
6. Doodle bug a dowsing rod that is supposed to bend when a person caring it passes 

over a good spot to drill. 
7. Ducks nest a standby tank or pit to hold drilling mud. 
8. Fishing job to recover tools or other objects that have fallen into the bore of an oil 

well. 
9. Rock hound a geologist. 
 


